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New Florida Sales Tax Credit Scholarship Program 
Tax Credits Available October 1, 2018 

 
The Florida Sales Tax Credit Scholarship Program authorizes the tenant of a commercial rental 
property to receive a credit against the state sales tax due under section 212.031, Florida Statutes, on 
rent, lease, or license fee payments due on or after October 1, 2018, for contributions paid to an 
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization. The Florida Department of Education establishes 
the eligibility of nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations to participate in the Program. Tenants of 
commercial rental property apply to the Florida Department of Revenue to receive an allocation of the 
funds available for sales tax credits each state fiscal year (July 1 - June 30). 
 
As a landlord, you will need to provide your federal employer identification number, if available, to any 
tenant desiring to participate in the Program. If you do not have a federal employer identification 
number, provide your sales tax registration number for the commercial rental property to the tenant. 
 
When program funds are available and a tenant is eligible to receive a credit allocation, a letter 
indicating the amount of credit allocation approved will be issued by the Department to the tenant. 
Before receiving a tax credit, the tenant must make a monetary contribution to the designated eligible 
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization. The organization receiving the contribution will issue a 
certificate of contribution containing the amount of the contribution and the date received. 
 
Once a tenant receives a certificate of contribution, the tenant may take a credit against the state 
sales tax due on the rent, lease, or license fees paid to you on or after October 1, 2018. The tenant 
will provide you a copy of the credit allocation approval letter issued by the Department and the 
certificate of contribution issued by the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to document 
the tax credit. Retain these documents in your records.  
 
You may take the tax credit against the state sales tax due to the Department. Any discretionary sales 
surtax due must be paid. If your tenant is unable to use the total amount of the available tax credit on 
a single rent or license fee due to an insufficient amount of state tax due, they may take the credit 
against future rent or license fees due for a period of up to 10 years. 
 
To receive the tax credit, you must file an electronic Sales and Use Tax Return (Form DR-15) and pay 
the tax due electronically. The total rent, lease, or license fee, and the state sales tax that would 
otherwise be due, plus any applicable discretionary sales surtax, must be reported on Line C., 
Commercial Rentals. On new Line C(a)., Less Sales Tax Scholarship Credits, report the amount of 
the tax credit.  
 
You may not amend your sales and use tax return to claim the tax credit; however, you may report the 
tax credit on your next tax return. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
If you are filing the shorter Form DR-15EZ and need to report this credit, call the Department's 
Taxpayer Services at 850-488-6800 Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, to change your filing 
return to Form DR-15. 
 
For more information, visit the Department’s Florida Sales Tax Credit Scholarship Program web page 
at floridarevenue.com/taxes/sfo. 
 
References: Section 6, Chapter 2018-6, Laws of Florida; Section 212.099, Florida Statutes 
 
 

For More Information 
 

This document is intended to alert you to the requirements contained in Florida laws and administrative rules. It does 
not by its own effect create rights or require compliance. 
 

For forms and other information, visit the Department’s website at floridarevenue.com or call Taxpayer Services at 
850-488-6800, Monday through Friday (excluding holidays). 
 

For a detailed written response to your questions, write the Florida Department of Revenue, Taxpayer Services 
MS 3-2000, 5050 West Tennessee Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0112. 

 
 

Want the latest tax information? 
✓  Subscribe to our tax publications or sign up 

for due date reminders at floridarevenue.com/dor/subscribe 
✓  Follow us on Twitter @FloridaRevenue 
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